SOLDIERS OF CHRIST
"Thow therefore endure hardness, 25 & pood soldier of Jesus Christ," IT Timothy 2:3.

When Paul wrote this letter his hand was manacled with 2 felon's chain, A4s & prigoner
he was awaiting the judgment of the most capricious tyrant that ever ruled or misruled
an empire, knowing that each sunset might be the lsst on which his eyes would ever lock,
and that with the dawn some grim-faced executioner might knock at his door and lesd him
out to an igrominous death.

How did he face these appslling facts? Was there anything apologetic in his attitude,
ary sign of wavering in his brave spirit? Did he ever express the wish that he had

never hazarded his life in the grest adventuie, and thst he was even then prepared to
turn back from following after Christ? Did his courage begin to quail? MNo! There

was not a quiver in him anywhere. Friendless, but withowt fear, he still confronted

the foe. Faith was the shield which his tormenicrs could not shatter, Great convictions,
tested and tempered in meny a fire of affliction, kept his heart from bitterness and

his spirit from repining. '

This epistle from which our text is taken was the letier of an old man o a_young one.
They are the words of a veteran addressed to a recruit, They are the message of one
whose 1ife is behind him and whose work is dome %o one whose life is before him and whose
work had not been performed, It is Payl's stirring spoe=l to Timothy.,

Timothy wss the product of a divided home ., His father and mother were of different
nationalities and religions. That is generally a preat handicap for the husband and wife,
but far more so for the children. :

Even though Timeothy's father was a papsn, it wes not disastrous to his talented son.
Evidently the fact that he was a religious liahility rather then an asset intensified
the earnestness and devotlon of his wife and mother-in-law in the spiritual training
of the boy. Through cereful training they prepared the way for Paul to win Timothy to
Christ.

Timothy wes the young pastor of the church at Ephesus. He was encountering the problems
thet every pastor must meet--discoursgements, eriticism, testings and trisls., In the
gyes of his crities everything thst he sald or did wes vrong. They were expert fault-
finders. Some gaid that he was oo young. Others considered him too rigid in his
doctrine, Still others contended that he wes too striet in his discipline.

Haturally, Timothy was discoursged becsuse of their criticiems and lack of cooperation,
He grew tired inm body, jaded in mind and sick in soul., He was so baffled and bruised
and beaten that he was ready to quit., He felt that he could no lenger continue the
unequal struggle. Bul, to resign is sometimes a traitorous deed. It reguires grim,
soldierly gualities to enable ome to hold on when everything secems to be dissolving in
disaster. The Psalmist recorded the statement, "The men of Ephraim, being armed and
carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle.” That was the indelible stigma of
their disgrace, If we would save ourselves from = similar disgrace and contempt, we
must cultivate a courage which will not quail.

~ Being s war-scarred veiteran, Paul knew too well the exigenciesz of battle to counsel

Timothy to quit or te retreat. He knew thait the surest wey to disaster was to submil
-tzmely to defeat, With a real stroke of genius, and as the best remedy for melancholy,
“he urged Timothy to prepare himself for a bigger battle which was sure to come.

Much as war is at variance with the spirit of Christisnity, our text uses the similitude
of a seldier for every Christian, HMilitery service was very familisr to Paul. As a
prisoner at Rome he was likely a daily eye-witness of the stremuous training through
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which the troops had to pass. The emperor's soldiers were itrue patriots. That was
evidenced by the fact that they laid their very lives upon the altar of their country.
Paul frequently watched the soldiers under drill, on parade, on guard and on the march.
Evidenily he saw them cleaning, repairing and sh a“nenlng their weapons; also, pubtting
their armor on and taking it off, During the hours of his enforeed insctivity, he must
have compared these details with those of the Christian life and noticed how admirably
they corresponded with esch other.

Paul regarded 1ife as » strugzle or conflict., This is the abtmosphere of the entire New
Testament. Such is the Christian view of 1ife. It is the true view for nothing worth-
while is achieved except through some sort of struggle. In the realm of eduwcation, for
example, nobody ever found his way intc the worid of real knowledge and developed his
gifts of mind without 2 struggle, Iife is a fight with evil in ourselves, with habits
of sloth, bad temper and selfishness. A conflict with the world, the flesh and the dev1l
is one of the 1nescapab1e elements of the Christian life.

Paul's comparison of the details of the military and the Christian life‘suggests to us
various truths which are worthy of our most prayerful consideration. '

I, Remuneistion.

When a man enters miiitary serviee, he has to give up his former mammer of 1ife as

a civilian. He has to leave his parents, brothers, sisters, wife, children, sweetheart
and friends, as the case msy be., He has to leave home, comforts and business pursuits.
He is wusually called to march asway from an enjoysble and profitable occupation, a
promising career, high ambitiens, and the highest and finest responsibilities of life.
Henceforth, for him 1ife cznnot be the same, He cannolt be a soldier and stay at home,
with its comforts and fellowships. For him it is a new mamnner of 1life, with new
commands to be obeyed, new discipline to be submitted to, new atiire to be wern and
new service to be rendered. :

Christians are ealled intc a new life, 01d things have passed away. While it is
trve that the old nsture is still with us, and old temptations assail us and old
enemies oppose us, 2 new nature hes been imparted, a new Master is in centrel, a

new standard is raised and a new destiny is in view, Writing to the Romans Psul said:
"herefore we are buried with him by bapitism into death: that liks as Christ was
raised uwp from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of 1ife." 6:4. If we are net walking in newness of life, if we are not
conductlng ourselves in & way consistent with our professien of faith in Christ, there
has not been any impsrtation of a new nature or any'v1ta1 1nion with Christ. That

we walk along the pathway of faith, love, praver and separation from sin is preof
that we have been made partakers of the Divine nature through the miracle of the

new birth,

If a man is to be a2 good soldier there are many legitimate things which he must be
prepared to give up. "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this
life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier." II Timethy 2:4.
The soldier of Panl's day had nething to do with buying and selling or with any of the
meny lawful employments of eivil life., He was completely given up to soldiering.

To be a good soldier of Jesus Christ, to fight vietoriously for Him, there rust be

the renunciation of many things which may not be sinful in themselves. There must not
be any entanglement in the affairs of this world., Being in this 1ife and playing our
part as good citizens of the comrumity and being entancled in worldly affairs are mot
the szme., The New Testament does not say that we are to shul ourselves away from the
world alt ogether, but it does teach explicitly that we are not to be in bondage to
material things; we are not to be enamored by the world's passing possessions; we are
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not to subseribe to iis materislistic ophilosophy: we are not to be slaves to its
fleeting fashions. Some Christians are so fettered by the world that they do not
have zny time for spiritusl things. The greatest of all arts is the subordinstion
of the material %to the supreme interest of the spirituwail., Only a few excel in this

" art,

If we are %o be good soldiers of Jesus Christ various things are necessary.

1, 0la ging must be rencunced.
Salvation means deliversnce from the crnel domination of sin, as well as from its
ultimate consequences. It means that old sins no longer enslsve us. They certainly
pursue us, but they should not have the masiery over ug. When the soldier puts
on his mniform everyone knows that he bas dedicated himself to & new service,
Hewving joined the army of the redeemed in Chriszt, we should wear the garments of
the new life; we should show by the life we live that we are no longer our own,

2, 01d companions must be given up.
The man who enliste must lseve his 0ld sssecisies unless they are willing to go
with him. He must find new friends in the ssme gervice in which he is engaged.
If we are to fight CO&&CWGOuﬁlj and vi orﬁaaslf for our Divine Commander-in-Chief,
we must say @ firm farewell to the companions of the old 1ife. Ve mnust make
friends of God'e children, ﬁlﬁ companions will dreg ns down inmbto the mire of the
old life. Meny young pecple zre hindered in the Christian 1ife because they are
upwWwilling to moke a clean break with the old compenions, whom Satan uses to get
them back to the old sins. IFf we hob-nob with the world, we cannot make real
spiritusl progress. We should not isclaie ourselves from the old companions,
neither should we give them the impression thet we have an undue sense of supericrity,
but there should not be real fellowship with them,

3. 01d anbitions must go.
Whatever ambitions = mer has before enlisting, other tham thet of being a good
soldier, must be surrendered. He must ssek to vlease Him Who has errolled him as
a goldier, He cannot be = good soldier &nd bsve the ambitien of being a prosperous
farmer, a successful business man, or sun able laswyer., It should be our ambition
to please the Ore Who loved us so muach that He died for us.

Svbmission.

The soldier mmat obey the orders of his superiors., He is in the army, not to give
orders, but to obey them. His will is made subservient te the will of his commander,
Direction is left to the commender and execution to the soldier. The ordinsry scldier
may have his own idess ag to how the campsign should go, but he mmst carry out the
commands of the High Commend. It would not be an srmy, but rather a helpless mob, if
every soldier did what seemed good in his own eyes., We must yield unguestioning
obedience to our Commander-in-Chief, Being all—wise, all-loving, all-powerful and all-
vietorious, He has the incontestable right to ask for and expect complete submission.
We must net give the trust of our hearts, the allegisnce of our wills, the worship

of our spirits and the serviece of our lives to snyone save Christ Jesus. He is altogether
worthy. He is so wise that He camnot err, so loving that He cannot be urnkind, so
faithful that He csnnot let us down, so just that He cammnot be partisl, so benevolent
that He cannot withhold arny good thing: therefore, we should submit to Him without
complaining and obey Him without demurring. True obedience zsks ne questions, and
never procrastinates. Teo will what God wills 1 the only attitude im which we can

be blessed with the fulness of divine blessing. Our service can never be accentable

to Cod wuntil there is a gled and full surrender to the lordship of Christ. Our

‘obedience should be prompt, wholehearted, unguestioning and complete.

George Macdonald said: "Doing the will of God leaves me no time fer disputing aboub
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His plans." Knowing that He sees the end from the beginning, that He works according
to plan, snd that His plan is perfect, we subnit with gladness.

The early Christians were an army of soldlers who had sworn allegiance to Christ even
unto death, At His command they marched forth under the benner of Fis Cross, conguer-
ing and to conguer. The way of victory and blessing is that of impliecit trust and
absolute obedience. It may have to be itrodden with bleeding fest, but never without
the companionship of the living Christ, or without the fulness of His joy and blessing.

Hardship.

Nobody need enlist in the army unless he is prepared fer sacrifice, suffering, dis-
comfort and perhaps death. Hardship is a common experience with every good soldier,
There are the hardships of long and regular drilling, of strenucus marching, of
holding positions and fighting on the battlefield.

To Timothy, the young preacher, Paul said: "Endure hardship as a good soldier of
Jesug Christ." It is true that the Christian life is one of joy and peace, but it

is alsc one of suffering, sacrifice and even death, Our lord said, "In the world ye
shall have tribulation." John 16:33. "Tribulation® means pressure, a squeezing tight.
Bvery Christian knows what that is. '

We suffer because of the opposition of the world, the attacks of Satan and the mis-
understandings of friends. "Those who are in the front line of the spiritusl struggle
are the target for the blazing artillery of the devil.

Hardship is involved in the things that are most worth-while., Some people have the
migtaken notion that Christians are te have a nice and pleasant time, plenty of sweet
experiences, and ne trials or hardships. It is hard to understand why anyone would
enter the gervice of Christ with a view to his own comfert, Instead, one should
expect his share of hardships, because they are inevitable if he is going Christ's
way. To expect our shave of hardship means that we should not resent them when they
ceme, ner spend our time wondering about the why and the whersfore of them., Such an
attitude wovld be as foolish zs it would be to try to make a key for a door whick is
already unlocked. We should accept our share of hardships and mske the most of them.

Conflict,

Military service involves vigilant, organized and unrelenting opposition to the enemy.
It is either perpetual warfare or preparation for it., Iikewise, as long as the Chrig-
tian is in this world he is in enemy territory and has mighty foes to face, therefore,
he camnot afford to relax, He must walch and prepare for the next attack, which nay
be more violent than the preceding one.

When one joins the srmy of the redeemed, he has to fight the world, the flesh and the
devil., This alliance is very povwerful, intimidating and aggressive, It ies good to
remember that He Who is for us is greater than all who are against us. 4 new con-
sciousness of the presence of our vietorious A1ly, and a new appropriation of the
inexhaustible resources which are ours in Christ, will dispel fear and turn the conflict

into & conguest.
Co-operation.

A good soldier falls in with the rest of his fellows and does his bit, so that the
eneny may be defeated, He unites in presenting a2 scolid front ito the enemy. In the
army every soldier has his job, and everyone does the plece of work assigned to him
in order that the plans of the High Commend may be carried out. The soldier is not
just a solitary individual doing next whatever may come into his head., 4 good soldier
co—-operates with his comrades. Iikewise, any faithful Christian will co-~operate with
the other members of his church in the ILord's work.
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let me appeal ito you to be the best soldier of Christ possible. If you are a true Chrig-
tian, you are a soldier of Christ, and He is the Captain of your salvation, You are
enrolled by Him, trained by Him, armed by Him and supported by Him. You are to fight
under His bamner, in His cause and against His enemlies. You ought then to be a good
soldier. To be the best soldier posgible, you must have an unbounded faith in Christ,
devotion to His person, believe in His Word and readiness to do and to endure whatever
He may order. "Thou therefore endure hardness as a good scldier of Jesus Christ."



