HEMEMENE JESUS CHEIST

"Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according
to my gospel.? II Himothy 2:8.

Anything more simple than this statement could hardly be written; bul as most of us
know, the simplest things are often the most vital. Paul must have reslized how easy
it is for us Ho think more of ourselves and cur needs than we do of Jesus Christ,
hence this exhortation. '

One of the deepest desires of a humen heart is to be remembered, noi forgotten. I

cuts to the very depths of our being when we are forgoiten by those whom we expect

to keep ue in mind end heart. No doubt the Lord Jesus had this in view when He promised
the Holy Spirit as one vwho would bring to remembrance all things that He had told His
disciples. It was zlsc in His mind when Be instituted the Lord's Supper and told them
to %do this in remembrance of me." '

Every day we should thank God for the possessions of memory. It is one of lifels
greatest celamities %o lose the power of memory. While 1% is & great blessing in
this life to be sable to remember, when a person dies without Christ bhe will discover
how his memory will be & curse to him.

The timss in which we live demend that we adhere to the admonition of this text. Ve
need to have our minds stirred up by way of remembrznce.

Vhen a young men goes oub inte the world to feee the hazards of 1ife, his devoted
father will sometimes counsel him o keep certain things in mind. ®Never forget.®

he will say to him, %that I love you znd will stand by you.® Or, "Hever forget the
home from which you come or the prineiples in which you have been brought up.? 4
gracious memory planted in the mind will often hold ps when discouragement sweeps
over the spirit, or vhen some tempbation threatens to carry us off our fest. It

wzs with such an idea thst Paul counseled young Timothy. He said, YHever forget Jesus
Christ risen from the desd.?

Christ is ewbedded in the world'lsg higtory. 3Bushnell said, ¥I% is easier to untwist

all the beamg of light in the sky and to separsie and expunge one of the primsry colors,
than to get the charsctsr of Jesus, which is the true gospel, out of the world,h
Higtory with Christ left out is like an astronomy with the sitars omiited, like a
geology with the rocks thrown away, tike = botany with ths flowers forgotien. Neither
Gibbon, nor Green, nor Hume, nor Macaulay could write a history with Christ left out.
A1l bistory before Bethlehem converged toward Him; sll history since Calvary diverges
from Him. History is Eis story. The nsmes of historians msy be forgotten, tut the
name that is above every name shines like a2 sun above the landscapess of the world.

Christ has power over mature. When the water "blushed into wine at His presence,
when He walked over the sea as if if were solid pavement at His feet, when the waves
crovched like whipped curs ai His feet, when He withered the fig tree, He wes simply
fijling the physical universe with Himself end asseriing His superiority over ii.

Josus Christ caunct be forgotien while 2rt reuwains art. for the greatest pictures of
the artists are those of Christ.

Christ ig the keynote of the worldls enduring music. Beethoven, so deaf ke could nob
even hear his own music, has ravished the ears of thoussnds with his symphonies, and
makes Christ live in hig "Hount of Olives." Bach, somebimes called the founder of

German music, has given to the churches two hundred sacred canfatas and in his ®Ascension®
rooted Christ more deeply in the worldls best music. Bach became blind just before his
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desth; and after his death and burial, they dug up his bones and scatbersd them te make
wey for a new road through the church yard. His widow was permitied to die a pauper.
Posterity forgot the musician, but 1% cannot forget the Christ of whoum he sang.

The literature that sbides is filled with His nsme. ILiving literature is dynamic with
the living Christ. He never wrote a book, bui more than sixity thousand separate volumes
have been written about Eim, and His story is told in more than eight hundred languages
and dialscts of the werld. If vou were to take out of the libraries the books which
have beern ingpired by His life an& words ané works, vou would certainly heve left _
meny dust-covered shelves. It is the voice of Him, who spake as never man spake, that
speaks in the literature of the Uorlde

Jegue Christ is remembered in the politieal world. Kings have been exalted and de~
throped, kingdoms established and uprooted. thronesg abdiczted, philogophies created,
theologies initisbted, reforms agitated, and the attiitude of men towsrd it a1l has
turned entirely on their attitude towsrd Jesus Christ.

Who is the Jesug Christ woom the text admonishes us to remember? That is the question
2ll nations and all peoples have asked for more than nineteen hundred yeéars, and still
ere asking. Numerous nations unite teday in such a mighty chorus ef interrogation -
zhout the character, the career, and the finslity of Jesus Christ as has not been pro-
duced since the angelic chorvs sang iis peace song beneath the starlit skies of Bethle-
hen.

Jegus Christ is the world's most unforgettable charscier. To think of life without
Him is to imegine salt without saver, or a circumference without & center. To some
He mey be a "back number,” but to those who know Him best, He is the contemporary
Christ, as up-to-date as itoday's problems, as modern as our present necessitles, and
ae new a8 the most recent hepperings of life. ‘

The world cannot forget Christ. He is the central fact in our history, the turning
point of time. Eis advernt is the one eveni by which every man and every mevement
are deted., He is embedded in the worldls history, regneni in the world's art, vocal
in the worldls music, elequeni in the worldts litersture, and vital {o the world'ls
life. If there is anything Christian in our civilization or anything progregsive in
our history, we owe it all to Christ. Vhatever is best in our history., whatever is
wisest in our learning, whatever is most up~1ifting in our laws, and whatever is
most lasting in our achievemenis, we owe to Him. We must not forget Him because of
His motehless naume, Eis saving grace, and His conguering power,

The %ext is besicslly an old minisbter!s exhoritation to a young preacher. The old man
is in prison awaiiing release in martyrdom. He greatly desires te see his young
friend once more before he dies; but fearing that may not be granbed, he writes him

o farewell letter filled with loving admonition snd fatherly ad¥ice.. This letier is
the last inspired word which apvears from Paul's pen. It breathes fatherly afiection.
speaks with the wisdom of experience, and admonishes by the spirit of God.

The old man has divided his life—-hslf in the service of Satan, half in the service
of Christ. He was the type of men who gave himself unstintedly to any cavse to which
he lent his adherence. Unwittingly he had served Satan for more than thirty years of
his 1ife, but he had served him with passion and devetion. He had been censumed with
a zeal, though it was not in accordance with knowledge. He had commitied all his
faculties to0 the service which he later realized wae ubferly abhorrent to God. Then
there came the great Damascus experience in which he reslized ai once his nesd of
Jesus and the charmchier of his sins. Then he gave himself in a great surrender of
faith and devotion of service to the Lord Jesus.
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From that hour, the reverzal of hig life was complede, How, as befors, he gave all
in an intensity of devetion to the new Master. He declarss thet he guffered the losg
of all things for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, his Lord; that in
perils and pains, in beilrayais and osiracisms, in swyiles and prisons, he had paid the
renalty of & devoiion %o Christ which knew no limits geve the limits of his cepacity.
He is well fitted then by ewperience 0 give counsel %6 a young man who gitands, as 4id
Timotny, at the threshold of 1life.

~¢ to Lift the soul by perseversnce
geif=gufficient in 1ife. He is the one

The very words of our text ¢
of faith sbove all that is =

. person sble to demonstrate to men the supreme glory of life touched with the heavenly

L.

guality by participstion in ihe divine nature. It ig sliocgether s fitting exhoriation
to & young man upen the threshold of life, fecing as he does there the lurs, the
tempiations, and the aypeals of the world, %o "remerber Jemus Christ.® -

He iz God, Creator of 21l things; He is the (rsstor =nd the recreator of men. EHe is
the Giver of light and of life. He is God become flesh, clothing Himself in the body
of man, bending bensath the twirdens of men, havssged by the tempitations of men., bound
by the limitations of men, menifesting himself in the 1life experiences of men. So
when Jesus walked through the vorld, humsnity 1ifted up its head with a new sense of
dignity, a new consciousness of God, and a new yearning after iife.

Eemember the Inecarnate Christ.

in the beginning was the Word. and the Word waos with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God.¥ ¥In the beginning ¥ Those words temch His sternity.
HAnd the Word was with God W Those words teach His equelity. %And the Word was God W
These words teach His deity.  “He was in the beginning with God.® %hose werd$ teach
His pre~existence. '

John 114 says, PAnd the Word became flesh, and tsbernacled among us.® He was not flesh
back in cresiion days when the exrth and seas were made. He was not flesh when the
firsy ray of light shone, when the first fire burned, when the first river flowed,
when the first bird sang, when the first flower bloomed, when the first rose opened
wide ite rubled heart., whea the Tirst 1ily bered its white bosom, or when the first
wing blew. ¥For by Him were a1l things and by Him 211 things consist.? (Colossians
1:15-177. '

He who was loved of God before the foundsition of the world accepied Godls choice of
Mery as the channel through which He, the pre-existent One, should become flegh and
dwell ameng men. So one day in Bethlghem's menger, the virgin Mary, who had never
known a man, went down infe that mysierious realm of motherhood and came back pale
and faint holding in her arms the child Jesus, the Son of God and the Saviour of men.
His birth into our world, contrary to the natural laws of 1life, was a itranslation ab
the same time it was en incarnation. It was a2 transfer of His person from a previous
condition of existence to this earthly one. Before the incarnation Jesus was Godls
instrument in creation. During incarnation Jesus waes God's insbtrument in redemption.
His incarnation meant thai He was embodied in human flesh, demonstrsted in human lifs,
exemplified in humen action, and crystalized in human form.

We will have no trouble with the doctrine of the incarnation when we fhink off —

1. The charzcter of God.

The incarnation was not an incident, or an accident, or an expedient, or a convenisnce.

It was a divinely ordered event toward which Godls whole creation moved. WHe did
not come s00ner, because the time was not ready; he did not come laier, because
the time would be past." Bui when the fullness of time was come, (God sent Torth
His Son, made of a woman. God came to man in creation; He comes with men in the
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incarnation. He is no longer the God over us, but the God with us. The Word
that in the veginning was God, becomes God in form of flesh. The Infirite One
who inhsbites eternity now inhablts bumanity. God is with us. Immanuel is His

hame.,

2. The character of Christ.
The type of work Ee came to do could not be done by Just any kind of man. A super—
natural work reguireg & supernatural Being. Only the God—man could do God's work.
He beceme sin withou: Decoming a sinner. He could not be 2 Saviour and a sinner
at the same time. Ke was "the Lemb of CGod thet taketh sway the sin of the world.®
He has been the mightiest factor in our worldls history, politically, socially,
intellectusnlly, morslly, and shiritually.

3. The character of nman.

' Take man at his worst or taks hinm at his best, and there ig something wrong with
man, And Jesus Christ entering humen nature has changed it and transfigured it and
glorified it. Only an incarnation could work the transformation He has wrought in

human life.

Sin is rebelliion and trensgression and decepiion and neszebion and omission snd
confusion and separation. I% trails its slimy vath across the highways of the
world and men slips and fslls end wallows inm it. It mekes of Cain a wurderer, of
Jaceh a trickster, of Abreham a liar, of David an adﬁlterer, of Thomas & doubter,
of Peter a denier, of Judes & betrayer. :

Its flsming lust vroduces war; and war is the crucifixion of civilization, the
prostitution of science, the iragedy of humsnity. It withers the fair flowers of
modesty and purity =ndé chestity, and turns tranguil domesticity inite a hell on
earth. It undermines health, turns intellectmelity into imbecility, and shuts
the door of horme and heaven in a drunkard's face. Sin is separation from CGod,
and only God incarpsite can conguer i} and bring the sinner home. Unless God comes
into human flesh, 211 flesh slips and falls and rots away.

The character of Ged, the character of Christ, and the characier of man mske a threee
fold demand for the incarmation. And the aged preacher admonishes his son in the
gospel to remember the incarnation of Jesus Christ.

Eemember the Dying Christ.

The Christ that clothed Himself in fashion ss a man, beceme obedieont unto death, even
the death of the cross. $he incsrnztion brouvght dignity to man Pubt disgrace to Christ.
Ee was put to death like a common criminal and on a wooden GIross upllfteé 10 the vulger
gaze of men.

The preacher thaet remembers Jesus Christ cannot forget His death. He may yleld to

exhortations to "preach Christ" and convines himself that he is preaching Christ when
he is preaching Christ as an ethical teacher, or a spiritual arbiter, or & winsome
versonalily, or o gentle spirit. He doss not preach Christ unless he preaches the

death of Christ. He must presch Christ on the cross. YGod's arm is revesled at the

tomb, but His hesrt is revealed 2t the cross,’ and it is the heari of fod thai revesls
the love of god.

On His cross the problem of humen redemption was solved, the majesty of the law was
vindicated, every quesiion answered, svery foe defeated, every fear quenched, every
hope met, every longing fulfilled, every sorrow assusged, and every premise kept.




III. Hemember the Riger Chrisi.

Thers are many ways in which we can think of Christ. We can think of Him as a great
tescher. He was a great btescher, greater than all others put together. "Never man
spalke like this man.® Ve can fhink of Him = an exsmple. He is this, and there is
none to compare with Him. We can think of Him s¢ dying for us on the eross. We
shall aver éo so. Yet this view of Eim must not stsnd in isolation {rom the regur-
rection. Ve must think of Eim as raised frow the dsed. The splendor of His sarthly
life and the sgony of the cross fzde in the glory of Hig risen life. It is this .
Risen Ons that we need abt every poisnt in our experiences, and especially vhen we
cene o cross the dark river al the lasb.

&

The winning theme of the firsi century was "Christ and the Resurrection,® snd the same
theme will win in the tweniieth cenbury. 4 limp and lifsless man on the cross with

2 spear wound in his side and a thorn wound in his brow and a humanity wound in his
heart may well bring upon himgelf the contempt of & mocking world; bub if three days
later he breaks through the doorway of a fasi-closed tomb and is geen alive for forty
days, and six weeks later threes thousand reerulis rally in one day to hils ilnvigible
leadership, his hopeless cause becomes the hope of his followsrs and the challsnge

‘of the world. Christ lives, snd that fact constitubes the glory of Christianity and
fulfills the desires of all netions. In rsmerbering Jesus Christ, we musi remember
that He is slive forevermors. UHaver forget Chrisi risen from the dead.”

v, under the inspirabion of stately
The fellowship of the sancituary isg

Bemember Christ where? Shall it be in churck on
services, sacred somnsrs, =nd scripbtural sermons?
truly o blessed thing. Ve gather vhere

"Heaven comes down our souls 1o greed,
Ané glory crowns the mercy seat.!

But Christ is more than the Christ of the sanciuary. He is the Christ of the daily
life. Hemember Him in your business. Remesber Him in your offics. IRemember Him .
in your home. Eemembsr Him in your pleasurss. ¥hen shall we remember Chrisi? In
youth, in maturity, and in old zge. He will net forsaite you then. He will be waite
ing to receive you when the porisls of the nexi world open to you.

"Bten down 9 0ld age 8ll my people shall prove,
My soversign, eternsl, unchangeable love;

And when hoary hairs shall their temple adorn, .
Like lambs they shsall s$till in My bosgom be borne.l




