THE UNSHAKEN FOUNDATION
TI Timothy 2:11-1%

tEnithfol is the saying® or "irustworthy is the werd" is the opening statement of this
paregraph. The word to which refersnce is made here is in the previous verse which
speaks of the eternal glories of those whno are saved, which stimwlate to endurance of
suffering for the sake of the gospel of Christ. I1 is clear that Christianity deals

with the past, which, for the believer, ils accounted for most wonderfully. It also

deals with the present, bringing the believer all he needs for the problems, perplexities,
perils and possibilities of his everyday 1ife. Fut let us never ferget that it also
guarantees 0 him a golden fubture. ‘

This faithfvl sayving or trustworthy word is in two paris: positive and negative. HFer
if we died together with him, we shall also live with him.® The comstruction here as-
sumes the condition to be an actuality. The word ®died" is in the zorist tense, indicating
an act in the past. ¥®hen did this happen? Potentially, when Christ died for sin 2t
Calvary; experimentally, when We ®ere identified with Him by faith. When Christ died on
Calvary, God identified us with Him, and sccounted His death &5 cur death. By faith this
identification is appropriated by believers. Ey this identification with Christ, His
resurreciion meant new 1ife for us a= well. This new 13ife is our present possessien and
it 1s eternal, eventually teo be enjoyed in His presence forever. If we indeed shared the
benefit of His desth by pubting our fzith in Him, we shall live by means of Him who is
the source and sustainer of life, and we shall share in His umending life, for the Word
of God says, Wie shall also live with nim.®

Then follows the negative side of this trustwerthy saying, WIFf we shall deny him, he zlso
will deny us.® Can Christians deny the Lord? Yes! Becoming a Christian does not remove
us from the temptation of Satan to deny Christ, or the pessibility of yielding te it.
¥Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth tske heed lest he fall® (I Corinthians 10:12).
May God forbid that any of us shall deny Himl Hot long after this letter was written the
Loman awthorities demanded that Christians deny their Lord or die, but multitudes refused
to treat their Saviour in such a heartless manner. Fallure to suffer any hardship for
Christ is the equivalent of a denial of Him. If any of us shall deny Him in the future,
the censequence of our doing so is very clear for Christ said, %But whosoever shall deny
me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven® (Jatthew 10:33).
If we suffer for Christ, as some Christians will be ealled to do, "we shall also reign
with bim.® 411 who are truly loysl to Christ here, whether that leoyalty incurs suffering
or not, will reign with Him hereafter.

#1f we are faithless, he abideth faithful; to deny himself he is not able.% The faithless-~
ness mentioned here is not some violent act of heresy or apostasy, whereby.a person rew-
rudiates the Christian faith, bubt it is that uwnfaithfulness which chersascterlzes esch
Christian life so frequently. %If we are faithless, he asbideth faithful; for he camnot
deny himself.® Even though our faith may waver, and be msy distrust the interest, eare
and power of our Lord, He ever abides faithful, for He cannot be untrue to Himself. Be-
cause His very nature is faithfulness to the right, He will deny the denier rather than
His own nature. He will never prove false to His own character. He will never deo wrong
in order to favor a professing follower. He will never be unrighteous in His faithfulhess.
In all His words and actions He will be perfectly consistent. There is ne fickleness in
Him. What He has ever been, He always will be. "Jesus Christ the same yesterdsy, and

to day, and for ever® (Hebrews 13:8). ¥e can always depend on Him, regardless of how
wmitrust@orthy we m2y be.
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If, from sheer physicel weskenss, or from the exireme pressure of wntoward circumstances,
or from the insidious oncoming of doubt, or from any other cause, you find your faith
faltering or failing, turn away from yourself and depend on Him Who will never falter
nor change. %¥He abideth faithful,¥ even though you may be so faithless as to disbelieve
Him. OCOh, the joy of haviag such an unswerving Friend and loving Master!

Paul had stood for the genwine Christian teaching and he urged Timothy to follow his
example in the face of the rising heresies. He challenged him to be strong in the en-
durance of his hardships and to be brave in all of his sufferings. He charged Timothy to
put the members of his church 2% Epehsus, over whom he had been placed, in remembrance of
those great and sclemn truths which were recorded in verses eleven to thirteen. These
truths mey be suwmmarized briefly in the wordss “Fellowship with uhrlst in suffering will
be followed by fellowship with Him in glory.!

Timothy was advised not to waste his time in arguing with the false teachers. I was his
duty to refrain from waging thoroughly useless word-battles. Wisdon demanded that he
should even refuse, politely but definitely, Lo bother with the well~known inguiries

that would result in such word-batiles. Such inguiries and their resultant word-battles
are always foolish and futile. Furthermore, Timothy was instructed to charge his fellew-
workers, as if the Lord were locking into their very faces, that they were not to strive
or be contentious over mere words. ' -

Godts children are taught te avoeid trifling heretieal speculations and useless religious.
disputes. Such speculations are senseless, the kind of investigations which one =ssociates
with merens. They are the work of ignorant men. The person who has been properly educated
in God's redemptive truth is able to distinguish belween the werthwhile and the worihless,
and wisely refuses to participate in useless induiries, speculatiens, discussions or dis-
putes that result in the loss of temper and breed or generate guarrels. Religious argu-
ments are foelish, profitless and often injuriocus. They frequently subveri, undermine

or overthrow the faith of those who listen to them. I have never known of opne to result
in the salvation of a scul or the advancement of the cause of Christ. Some egobistic

bub silly preachers will utter false teachings with the intention of refuting them, but

in doing so they succeed only in raising doubts which otherwise most of his hearers never
‘would have entertained. Strong characters and victorious Christian lives are not built

by speculations, theories and Qoubts, but by the pesitive and cemstructive teachlngs of
the Word of God.

If Timothy succeeded in checking the inroads of false teaching, he would do so most ef-
fectively by showing in his own person what & true teacher ought to be. God's workmen
mast enforce bis teaching by his own example always. The most effective refutation of
error is for the teacher 4o be the living embodiment of truth, with God's approval uwpon
him. Bubt this is not easy.

Zvery laborer for God must give diligence to the kind and guality of his work, so that
when he meets God's inspection, he will stand the test and be approved, haviag no need
for shame becanse of faulty workmsnshiv. We must be comcerned, as was Panl, that there
be no reason for shame in our service feor Christ. It made 1ittle difference to the
Apostle whether men approved or blamed him, but he was greatly concerned to have the
approval of the Lerd, which is the important thing for every Christian. In writing te
the Corinthians he sald Miith me it is & very smsll thing that I should be judged of
you, or of man's judgment“ (I Corinthians hs3). _

The word which is translated Wstudy" in verse fifteen means Wic make haste, endeavor,
be eager, exert self or give diligence." The Christian Iife is not & picenic. Every
believer in Christ is rightfully expected to be & worker for Him. Every child of God
is zdmonished to avoid slipshod work. Do your utmost to let others and Cod see that
you are & good and efficient workmen.
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Anyvody is foelish who thinks that he or she can aveid embarrassment and escape shame
whose work is inefficient or deceitful. Geod's Word says, "Cursed be he thai doeth the
work of the Lord deceitfully® (Jeremish 58:10). Waturzlly shame is the inevitable
result when the incompetence and shoddiness of one's work is detected. There can be
no worse shame than to prove yourself incempetent in your chosen work. On the other
hand, it is a great Joy when one has done his work in such a way as to have no need

of being ashemed when it is inspected by anybody. Do your work in such & manner that
you can submit it for inspection and approval without & blush. Do your best to present
yourself te the Lord as Pa workmen not made ashamed when his work is being imspected.?

The particular work im which Timothy was engaged was handling the Word of God, that is
prociaiming it and applying it to men's lives. It was his duty, therefore, to feut in
straight lines the word of truth.® ®Rightly dividing® means ¥Cutting in straight lines.W
In striking contrast to the false teachers, Timothy was commsnded to be faithful and
accurate in dispensing the word of truth. Wobthing is more dishonorable and pitiszble than
te he & teacher of error, and nobody can be of sueh noble and continuous service in. the
Haslter's cause as an intelligent and loyzl exponent of His truth.

Handling aright the word of truth is the pieture of a preciocus tressure held in human
hands. Those hands gre to put that trsasure o its proper use, and in the process be
very careful not te soll, abuse or mubilate it. If a careless weorkman handles this
treasure in such a way as 1o do harm to it, he will be ashamed when his Master calls

him to accourt for his sin. Sirive zealously thet such embarrassment may not ccme to
you when you finish your task and stand before Christ for inspection and judgment. Be
careful and faithiuwl in the discharge of yeour duties so that when you finish your job and
go inteo His presence you may hear the welcome plandit, "iell done, good and faithful ser-
vant.....cnter thou into the joy of thy Iord® {(Uatthew 25:21),

Verse sixteen indicates that slready there were false tezchers in the church at Ephesus,
Their teachings were described as Wprofzne and vain babblings.® This word Ubabblings®
means "oaby-~talk.® What 2 pity that so many, who have grest learnirvg in other realms,
are simply given te the discussion of minor things or empty beby-telk in spiritual mat-
ters, ¥hen people turn from the Word of God to huwman theories, which are just profane
and vain babblings, they always advance to doctrinsl error snd increased ungodliness.
False teaching inmevitably results in the growth of ungodliness, for creed and conduct
are inseparable.

Christizns must shun the corrupiing influence of false teaching and separate themselves
from what is wrong in belief and sinful in practice. ¥Wise indeed is ihe admonition io
shun such teaching, or 4o turn ome's self about for the purpose of avolding it.

The evil influence of false teachers becomes more powerful and dangerous with the passing
of time. God's Word teaches that their word will eat as doth agangrene.m This is
certainly a very striking figure of speech. Gangrene is a disease in which bacteria
enter 2 wound on the human body and destroy the flesh. This infection is poisenous,
spreading snd dangerous. S0, we are told that false teaching eats its way into a life
and character like deadly gangrene. When false teachers enter 2 church their corrupting
doctrines will spread like gangrene does in the humen body, finding grazing ground among
the wnspirituval and the unsuspecting in the congregation. The contamination which in-
fects teachers pmaturally spreads to others who hear them.

Two of ‘the more prominent false ieachers were Hymenaeus apd Philetus. The former had
been excluded from the church at Ephesus, but he had continued %o carry on his mis—
chievous work. The latbter is not mentioned elsewhere in the 3Jcriptures. Apparently
they teught that a spiritual rebirth, which had a&lready taken place, was the only
resurrection. It is not surprising that the effect of their teaching was to undermine
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the faith of some. OFf course, when their faith was weakened they became more loose in
their living. If the teaching of these self-righteous and conceited ringleaders were
allowed to go unchecked, it would spread and plsy havoe with many others. Suck teaching
would destroy all hope of meeting again the loved ones who had died, and of reigning
with Cprist in glery. Because these false teachers had missed the mark regarding the
truth, wisdom demended that they be avoided by those who knew the Lord and loved Hinm.

That these men denied a futwe resurrection showed the extent of their error, for this

is a basic element of the Christian faith. By treating ithe subject of the reswrectien

as a spirituwal experience only, these teachers had hoped to dispose of it. No wonder that
they wndermined and destroyed the faith of some, since Christianity without a resurrection
ceases to be a living faith. God wante His children to stand off or to stay away from
all false doctrines because they eat and spread like gangrene.

In contrast to the insecurity of false teachings, the stability of Christian doctrine is
brought into focus in verse nineteen. Here the emphasis is placed on the immovable
character of God's solid foundation, even in the face of such defection as the false
teachers represent. Even though the faith of some may be shaken by false teachings,
God has laid afirm foundation and it s3ill stands. #Hevertheless the foundation of

God standeth sure.® 43 we face the future much of eur unceritainty can be dissipated

if we will accept the implications of this fundamenmtal truth. God is a sure fact. His
purposes for the world are everlasting. His foundalion cannot be shaken by what
individuals, or groups, or natioms may do. The uwnforeseen will lose its terror when

we have the blessed assurance thalt Athe foundation ef God standeth sure.t

Cur faith and assurance that there is a divine foundation which uwndergirds all of life
enable us te see 1life in perspective. A4s we face the unknowm Ffuture, one of our greatest
needs is faith in God. Faith in God and in Hig ability to shape anmd use us 15 the key
0 a fuller and richer life for each of us. '

God will never ask us 10 do anything that He will not enable uws to do. II our burdens
geem heavy, We still may be confident that our imner resources will prove sufficient
for our needs. Faith in God mskes us certain that we shall be the recipients of that
kind of strength. Day by day strength will be given us for our needs if we will accent
the basic truth that "the foundation of (od standeth sure.® Te can live triwmphantly
wnen We use the resources which He provides for us. #is your days so shall vour
strength be.? ‘



