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who gutlook on life
then moest psople, and
2 ary freguent 2

i 7 ; ent homs, when hﬂ t00k

a -0 s %41 i, i To & 3 ness and in preyer for
his voyage. Second, jthere was the zoing on besrd the trensport that was fo
toke him swey from ths scene of the fight back to his bhome. Thrid, there

wes the revisw of his work which took nlacs in the 3enate. And fourth, thers
wss the sward, or The crowa, for the achisvemend thset he had won. Paul doubi-
lese hed $his imege in his mind when he wrote our texi.

words of Peul, =8 he stands on
al surroundings, he is in the
3 s dsvs &re numbersd. He wasg
nscious that ¥ero would put an end t znd he would soon te in
another worlé. Conscious of his sbbing streng nd sporoeaching dezth,
Beulls sentimenis wers reachling out in ceck into the pasi
and oui into the futvrs., His face was furrowed by the heavy welght
of meny burdens. Eis Dody, never sirong, ned bscome enfecbled by 1mTrLs mment,
the roveges of brutel misirséiment snd encrosching disease. DBut his mind is
clesr, hiz voice hes & te&lling ring, his words ars empheiic, &nd hils sperch
contsined volumes of truth.

Thage wor&s contein almo
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Bvery esrnest soul is concernsd sbout two grest issues: how to live, and

how to dis. This grest text gives ug the poriraiture of the living snd the

dying of = gre Christien. Feulis cerser afiords she pattem of the wsy
ind of how to die sublimely. From him we nouid like to hesar

ts st ihe end of his jourasy.
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mgrveLOESEU ed  snd yet wondsrfully luminous stastsment, ns
Life 1y T grisnced, X slues, znd confldent nor
i I Gy being poured gacrifics, and the itime of
&% hs I have Tought & good fight, I heve finishsed my courss
fei Henceforth ther iaid up for me & <¢rown of
rl&nnnougnesq which the Lord, the righieous jJudge, shall give me =21 thai day:
gnd not be me only, but mnto =1l th s that love His appesring.”



Certeinly the:ze sentences contain & fair epitome of Piulls entire iife.

He is trosting ingthe Savio e welfere of the churches and the advence-
ment of Chrisittis ca T in zis mind. It is interssiing to obe
gerve the beputiful way in wi he describes hiis decth, Hs spesks of it as
an offering. *I am now ready t0 be offersd." He describes himselfl zg waite
ing for the sscrificiszl knifs to be used, that ke might b vresented 28 a
sacrifice,

Hes does not sven ¢,% Tut he sdopts =
negutifvd expres ris which sre someiimes
wsed o signify r the puliing up of

the anchor so iha b pub out” to ses. 3o
Peul fsels bimsel -Tho ¥ il tat he ssays,
he time for pulling ach » for ting the cable,
and cutiing from the mooring is &t hand; I shsll soon be latnched upon my
voyage.y

In writing these words Peul wes rob indulging in idle boasting. His hesrt
was not Fillzd with pride for Lo was zn humble men. Coninually he gavelod
the glory and was guick to bear witness o the fact thsei he was what he was
by the grace of God. These cholces words wers writien in this symbolic lmnge
uege as sn inspiration for & young man who himself was facing meuy serious
problems and conditions which wers suilicient (0 discoursge “ost Christians.
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A svwbol 1s & sign By which one Enows = ohg

rrecticsl for everydey experience. She 4F1$ul el Llfe'i

z?ys in the Bivle, but it is seldom thet three striking bols re
within the compass of one brief ssotencs af gcripture S“ this.
we frce them, mey ®e coms t0 sprreciate whet God wants of sach of us
e se2 in thess vhat His ulessed will is for those vho zmrofess His
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the powers of sin
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Z. The conflict with ths world.
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him; bub when he becsme Peul the Apo 591 the world heted hi
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- friends, and the lattsr is s
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The more hs loved, the more they heied.

have fought a zo:d Ffight,¥ he was not
Ee was nol spesking of the gusiisy of h
X’ s “:‘,

-3 .
i 3 nis figﬂti;g,
imporstance of %he fighi in which he ed i
He was not sazying that he hed bkeen = good soldd ke ha
privileged %o yarticip9qs'in,a good Tight. As

conguersd.

s8.%  Poul knew 3MDt he wae near the end o
s symbol, doubtless he wasithinking of the
ts in Gresce, which wers so populsr in his dg
of these contssis I have no doubt. I can visualize
wer, with syes fixed on the gosl, strairned every

Y have finished my cotr
Journey. In uennza& i
Glyaphic athiefic coates
Poul hed witnes =4 soms
him watching as the ruan
mugcle in his zesl to oui:
win an serihly crown, =0 X
An sthletic contsst differs £
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trip his competitors. As these men sirugglsd o
Peul r@uld ssruggle Ho win the heavenly crown.
ow & battlie; the former is & contest bastwsen

1., Oniy citizens counld enroll for ths coniest.

Utiless éns could vrove that by dirth he wss 2 son of Gresce, hs could
Oy

not comvete for the lsursl wrsath. So, oaly thoss who have besa born
by the Holy Spirit can compete for the reawerds of the Christisn race.
Phe solvetion of the Soul is £l of gracs, but the revards of service

sre 811 of merit.

Z. Tnogse would win in ths race had to sitrin of f all superflucus garments.

It is notw so difficult %o start in = rsce as it is to kesp on when others
s@en to be ouitrumning us. ¥Woet the New Testaoment sscks to impress
upon us.is that in the hesvenly rrce the rewerd is noi for spesd Pub
for faithfuiness. In the spiritusl cortesti ths rewsrd 1s sliweys for foith-
fulness.

Every runner must abide by the rules of ntest. He csnnot run vhers and

FA
when he pleasez. A courss is lazid xXHects us to compleies it. 4
dey is coming for us who wrofess H we shell bs usherad into Godls
vresence. The only thing that will bee-have we followed the gleam;
heve we kept falthiully to the course; heve we reslly accomplished the will

of God?
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Bls Word. 411 =long
g2 hed Zearned it from

In ‘bﬁeu¢04 w0 Christiznity Peul thoguht of himsell as 2 trustse or stew-
arc. He had kept the great doctrines of resvelation ss s sacred deposit
commitied to him 23 2 trustes. He had beon loyel to the merson of Christ
end feithful to the Word of God. Wnat a joy 0 know thut he hadl

.

91 have kept the fzith.¥ Thus he bore witness to the fact
f&itb?ul and tﬂ is slways whet is reouired of s stewar&. 3o
ip as ilavelving only monsy maatmrs, But this
Monay is only & sm=ll vhese of the g”e?+ commitiment that Ged
his children. He has delivered unto shem His ¥ord, é
handling snd vsing thait¥ord in &2 wey ihat

t";'d*H

ting Unrist ss Seviour, bui its comple~
8 us. The feithwe have in Him should develép feithful-
ens. We need Christ and He nseds us, ss the branches

vine needs the brznches.

¥nen Faul ceme to say farewell, he was cheered by the gloriocus prospsch that

swaited him. AsS he looked Forwerd his eyes brightened, his hosom ﬂeaved

hig heart expended, his hope enlsrged, earth recedsd, his surroundings wers
transfored; Caesar dropped out of sight, and Christ spveszred; the execubioner's
gxs was welcomad a5 the key which opsned paradis nd ?aul swept bthrough the
getas of & fslonts death io wesr the crown ternel 1ife and to hser the
mesic of the Master's gracious gresting, ®Well cons, thou good =nd faithful

t.%  As Peul lockad beyona the grave, 1o him the imuediste future
er dseth was & veriod of blsssedness indeed, but not vet entirely full.
He thought of that dey whn Christ would wut the erown of righteousness upon
his borw, and wpon &1l those who love His sppesring.



