A GREAT TESTTHNY

IT Timothy 1:8-1k

Timothy was urged not to be ashasmed either of his testimony for Christ or of Paul who
had been imprisoned for his leyalty to Christ, but rather to endure bravely the hardships
which may be involved in preaching the gospel. "Den't start being ashamed.® After all,
what is there zbout being & Christian of which to be ashamed, wunless it be that one is
such & poor Christian? In reality, it is a matchless honor to be a real Christian.

In one of the Italian wars of many years ago, the recmiting band was merching through
one of the villages gathering young volunteers as it went, who brought their weaspons and
fell in at the end of the procession. At one place an old woman, stirred by the martial
msic, went hurriedly back into her house and returned with a broomstick and joined the
msrch. How her fellow-villagers laughed! What could the silly old women do for the
war? She hurled at them her spirited reply, "I don't care so long as you know whose
side T'm on.® Even if we have nothing but a broemstick te centribute to the Cause, let
us bring that, snd see ithat there is no guestion about our sllegisnce, that all may mow
t}:mt we are undoubtedly and unashamedly His.

8hall Timothy be ashamed of the lMaster he served? WBe not thou therefore ashamed of

the testimony of our Lgrd.* There is our testimony of Him. In these days He is Udespised
and rejected of men,!" bubt in %that Dayt He ghall be crowned, How easy it will be te
honor Him then; bubt how infinitely more worth while to henor Him now, in the days of

His rejectionl Have you not some testimony to give concerning Hiw? Is He not a Saviour
50 complete, a Master so amazing, a Friend so altogebher wonderful? Tell others what

you yourself have expsrienced of Him in your own heart. :

Shall Timothy be ashemed of the Man he loved? ¥Hor of me His prisoner.® There was a
time when Timothy held Paul as his hero, as well 2s his father in the faith, when he
was proud beyond words to be seen in his company, to be counted amemg his helpers. Has
21l of that {0 be aliered now that his friend has been thrown into prison, and is under
sogial disgrace? A thousand times, Ho. Timeothy will never be ashamed of his great
leader, in prison or oult of it.

Shall Timothy be ashamed of the Message he bore? WNeed he blush to think that he had
ever preached such things? His message was the gospel of Christ. Pub remember that
this Good Mews begins with Bad News. The pronouncement of ouwr guiliy sznnersi‘*lp precedes
the announcenent of His gracious Ssviourhood.

God does not give any of His childrer the spirit of cowardice which manifests itselfl
by a timidity and shrinking in the daily difficulties which the Christian meets in the
warfere for the kingdem of God. The Holy Jpirit never works cowardice in men.

The altermative ef being aéha.med was to suffer hardship for the gospel. If a Christian
leader in those troubled times gave bis testimony for Christ, persomal suifering was
almost certain to follow, Paunl urged Timothy te join him in suffering these evils.

What Christ did for simmers in heed of grace is summarized in verse ten. In connection
with His first coming He ulterly defeated or rendered ineffective that which we call
death. He brought 1life and immortality to light by exhibiting 1ife in His own glorious
resurrection, and by means of His promise through the Gospel.
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As a hersld Psul mmst amnounce and loudly proclaiam that gospels £&s an apostle he must
say snd do nothing except that which he has been commanded to say and de. 45 2 teacher
he must impart instruction cerefully about salvation, and admonish unte faith and
obedience.

Because of the fulfilment of his assipnment as an apostle of Christ, Paul suffered in
that terrible Homan prisch, 2 dismal wndergrouwnd dungeon with a hole in the celling

for light and air. WFor which cause,¥ that is, because of my loyally to the gospel

of Christ, ¥I suffer all these things,® — this dungeon, this darkness, this desertion, -
this loneliness, this hatreds ®Yet I am nobt ashamed.! He was convinced that Christ was
gble to gunard the deposit entrusted To Him.

Pavl affirmed that he did not have any doubt as to the credentials eof his faith., He
claimed to have arrived at a glorious certainty. The men who has a sure word to speak

on any subject demands attention. The man who knows in any realm is worthy of considera--
tion. But here is a man who claimed that he possessed that knowledge which is supreme.

Paul was glad to say, ®I know," There were some things which he confessed he did not
know, There were other things which he kmew only ¥in part.? Bul every now znd then
he said, "I know,." His convictien, his assurance and his certainty gave power to his
testimony and abiding influence to his personality. His grest affirmatives, such as
this one, are like the rays of a lighthouse which pierce the fogs of doubt and uncer-
tainty. Assurance is the secret of the highest eloquence and. influence. When George
Whitefield was getting the people of BEdinmburgh to arise at five o'clock in the morning
in order to hear him preach, & man met the Scotbish agnestic and skepitic, David Hume,
on his way to the place where Whitefield was preaching. In astonishment he said 1o
him, BAire you going to hesr Whitefield? I thought you didn't believe in Christianity.®
"o, I den't," said Hume, %But he doesi® FEven the skeplic delighted to hear a man who.
could say, ¥I believg; I kmow,® :

Paul is exhorting Timothy to be a true and faithfui proclaimer of the Gospel of Christ.
He reminds him Who Christ is, what He has done, snd how God saves us, not according to
our works, nor our good deeds, nor our character; bubt zccording to His own purpose and
grace, given us in Christ Jesus before the world was made. That eternal purpose eof God
to redeem us and to save us was mede manifest to the world in Christ, ¥ho abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light im the Cospel. As a preacher of that
Gospel, Paul says he suffered many things; yet he says that he does not regret what he
suffered, ig not ashamed of Christ, and is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.

Peul mew that he was a sinner. Although big life had siways been & conscientious one,
he knew that he could not count on any good things that he had done to procure his
salvatien. In writing to the Bomans he had said, ¥For I kunow that in me, thait is, in
my flesh, dwellesth no good thinmg.? Paul added, ®This is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save simmers; of whom I
am chief.¥ No one ever makes any progress itoward the Christisn 1life until he starts
where Paul started, %1 am a sioner and is me dwelleth no good thing."

Paul knew Christ. He knew Him as the (ne Who had appeared unto him, convicted him of
bis sin, saved him, called him intc His service, and been faithful to him, He could
lock back over the events of his stormy life, sickness, hunger, thirst, suffering, i1
prisonment, shipwreck and peril; and yet he could truthfully say, "Always He stood by
me.? He knew Christ as the one through whose death on the cross he was reconciled unto
God. fHe loved me and geve Himself for me.W
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This language is unhesitating in tone. It is not that of a doubter, but of a man who
knows., Such assurance 25 he had is so valuable that one may be sure that it is costly.
The best things in life are not purchasable. They have to be received as a free gift,
or be won. There is only one way of getiing experience. The man who can say, "I knowh
is the man of experience. That is why, when we want to gnow'sometnlng we usually go
to the person who has had experiences

Paul's certainty of Christ's redeeming power was borm out of his own experience. Faul
had ¥nown 811 aboub the guilt snd slavery and shame of sin. - To use his own language,
gin had dwelt in him, reigned over him, and used his members as instrumenbts of urright-
eousness. 5¢ keenly did he feel the pain and shame of the tyrammy of sin that in his
misery he cried, "retched man that I am, who shall deliver me out of the body of this
desth?® Out of this wretchedness and misery Paul had been delivered by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Paul's certainty of the Saviourhood of Christ was based on the fact that he
had saved him. Ob the blessedness of z personal kmowledge of Christi Paul knew Him
by faith, by leve, by cbedience and by suffering. He entrusted himsell completely to
Christ who was fully competent to take care of him., Our text is a splendid declaration
of Paulfs unflinching confidence in the Redeemer. As we seek to analyze this verse,
let us note four things. «

I. The Deposit.

#That Wwhich I have committed unto Him® means Wily deposit.® The beauty of this
passage is in the word Yeommit¥ which . means to put the matter out of my hands into
His. Paul trusted a Person snd deposited his soul, his life, his desires, his fzme,
his fortune, his hopes, and his all into Cprist’s keeping. The deposit 1s the sum
total ef all that constitutes life. It includes time, talents, character, knowledge,
possessions, privileges, influence, destiny and everything thal enters into the sum
of 1ife. The great surrender occcurred when he séid, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me
to do?#® Thai surrender was absolute znd wnreserved. Thersalter, his depesit was

in the keeping of Cnrist.

I¥. The Depositor.

He is Yaul eof Tarsus. It is Saunl born again. It is Savl & new creation apd 2 new
creature. Saul of Tarsus took charge of himself, but Saul the Christian compitied
himself to Another. He did not worry about his deposit, but rested cempleiely.

I1T. The Depository.

The depositery is Christ, the Divine and deveted keeper of souls. Paul placed his
goul in the hsands of Shrist with the blessed assurance of its perfect safety. His
soul, with all its fears, interests and hopes, he had put inte the hands of Christ,
as the grandest and most precious deposit which he could ever make. The making of
this deposit was the first act that ever brought real comfort to his spirit.

When Paul committed himself to Christ, he renounced all dependence upon his omn ef-
forts to save himself, he had iwplicit confidence that Christ would save him, and
he made & full and free surrender of himself to Christ, %o be His property and His
servant forevera

IVe The Testimony Of The Depesitor.
1. A Personal kmowledge. "I know.t

There was no doubt on Paul's part. It is one thing t¢ know, and another thing
to know what you know. The difference between the two is the difference between
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general information and intelligent conviciion. OCpe may have considerablie in-
formation, and lack power. He may be encyclopedic, bubt without force. There were
certain things of which Paul was absolutely sure, of which he was as certain as
he was of his own existence. And it was these certainties of the soul that made
him the preacher that he was. Paul never would have traveled as he ¢id, nor
toiled as he did, nor submibted to persecution as he did, if all ke had given to
men had been doubts ,» criticisms and negat,z.ons. :

A Personal Saviouwr. HWiHhome! ' g

He knew Hym—--what He was, Who He was, what He had done ,» what He could d;o, and
what He had promsed to do. Rgnouncing all dependence upon his own efforis to
save himself, and bel:u.ev:.ng in Christ's W:_lllngness and ability to save him, Paul
made a full surrender to Christ., He found Him to be willing, able and ready to
save him. He found Him Yo be the Saviour of both soul and body, the sum of 811
happiness, and the souwrce of all strength.

A Perscpal faith. %I have bellieved.® :

The cbjeet of Paul's faith was not 2 thing, but & Person. It was not a bellef in
a religion, but in 2 Redeemer; & faith, not in Cpristianity, bul in Christ; a
trust, not in a plan of salvation, but in a Saviour; not in & creed, but in Cprist
desus,

& Personal confidence. %im persuvaded thal He is a@blie to kesp.®

Paul did mot irust in himself, or build on his own foundetion. He knew, on the
bagsis of experience, that Christ was a good, wise, watchful, powerful and faithful
keeper. Christ is an able guardian and the enly preserver. He Himself said, ¥i
give unto my sheep eternsl 1ife, and they shall never perish, neither shall any
pluck them out of My hand.® Paul said, ¥I am persuaded that neither deeth, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, ner poWers, nor things present, nor tnings
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate
us from the love ef God, which is in Cprist Jesus our Lord.H

He knew that Christ would keep him from the 'very moment he committed his soul to

Him. The same power by which Paul was kept is offered to every person, for

Christ is no more a respecter of persons in His saving work than He is in Eis
keeping work. He both saves and sustaing all whe put their trust in Him,

It is said that there used to be an old battered safe standing on Bpoadway in
Hew York ity oh which was this sign, %It steod the test. The contents were all
saved.? It had passed through one of the hottest fires Kew York City had ever
seen, but the old safe had kept its treasures in spite of the flawes, and had
delivered every scrap of paper to its rightful owner wnharmed,

And so, beloved, Jesus Christ is such a safe to all the souls that pubt their
trust in Hym. No matiter whait the flames are, whether of temptation, persecution
or peril, if you fully trust Christ all will be well. Commit every interest to
Jesus Christ. If yom can trust Him for your salvation, you ought to trust Him,
for your susteénance. His power is sufficient for every time and place of danger.

Have you, my friend, committed your soul entirvely to the Lord Jesus Christ? Have
you entrusted the destiny of your immorisl soul e Him Who died for you on the
erogs? If you have dome thait, then you have the right and the privilege to say
with Pavl, *I know %Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep
that which I have committed unto Him against that day.® Christ is the Savicur
who never deceives nor fails. Christ will not fail you if you will commit your
soul to Him. Won't you trust Him now as we sing?



