" flashes of brilliance now and then, twt Timothy,

FANNING THE FIHE
"Wherefore I put thee in remembrence that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee."
IT Timothy 1:6.

Paul was in prison for the last time. HPe wes not rermitted the orivilege of living in
his own hired house, but was kept in chains as 2 malefsetor, He had but few friends %o
is

cheer him. He knew what was ahsad Por him. In his loneliness he wanted to see Timothy,
his son 2nd successor in the ministry. To him Paul wrote this last letbter that we have
from his pen., In it he zsked Timoihy to hurry to hinm,
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Pauwl did not forget Timothy's reed of encouragement in his faith end exhortetion for his
service. He challenged him ey the epecisl g1ft which God had given to him,
femory is mighty to help or It does itg work here and heresafier. Heaven will
be sweeiler and helil will be &= » hecause of memory. The rich man in hell was told to
remember~~to his sorrow, Timo g told to remenbere-to his blessing, WMemory of good
blesses while memory of evil sorses, Paul wanted othy to remember what would help
him in the days shead. He wented him to remewher for s very d&finite purpose, that he
might stir up what God had given him,

Pzul was greatly concerned beecsuvse 11 was very svident thatl 1mct%y poszessed latent
avilities se well zs undeveloped powers thet he had never even suspected. Paul saw
sugf-going and complzcent, waz all butb
g chan, but he 4id not realize his own possibilities.
w whet he could do. That is not at a2ll

zsleep. He was a Tine, cleen wvouuny
He haéd never discovered himself, m@ £id not kz
strange. It is offten eagier for somecne else to see in us possibilities that we do not
guspect. Faul saw such in Timothy. Therefore, wrate, LT R uwp the gift which is in
thee.! He seemed to say, "If I ean only wvske thet man up, what a pover he will bs, He

needs to be aroused and shsken oub of his complacency.”

Timothy had a ueauzne faith. Peul urged him to remember it. Timothy had a special gift

My

meang "meke the Tire Jive agsin® or "an 1t inte a flame.® In other words Fsul said,
"Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou dest kindle into the highest flame that
vou can meke burn everv power wherewith God hath endowed youl®
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or servics, Eaul urged him to stir it up. Ths word which is translated "stir up" 1iterelly
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fashioned fireplace while we uncovered the leftover coals from the night before, spplied
kindling a2nd then blew hard until the flame appeared.

Such is the nicture here, There come times in our experiences when the fires of God
burn low and we must stir up the heavenly flame within our hearts. Peul urged Timothy
not to let the fire from God go out in his soul, bub to fan it into a flsme. Christians
need to stir the embers of the holy fire until the heavenly 7esT congumes them, IEvery
believer has at least a few coals in his hesrt, bubt usually it is 2 hed of coals instead
of a flame., When the gospel of Christ i reachti end the breabh of the Snirit blows on
the hearte vou cen tell where the fire is, for faces will Iicht up and the glow will
return., But the fire has died down. Inlquity sbournds and the love of many has waxed
eold: they have guenched the Sviri® and left their first love. Weit blankeis of various
sorts have smothered the flame, Keep aglov at any costl! No price is too grest to vay
to be a "burning and shining 1ight" for Him.

There are so nmany things that can smother the fire, Wilful sin will do it. Negleot will
do it, let the fire elome and it will burn low end the ashes will gather. If we neglect
the means of grace-—prayer, Bible study and Christian exercise, we sghall soon need a

stirring and fanning. It was never easler to grow complacent than today. The spirit of
the times iz against the men on fire for God as never before. Certainly fear can choke
the fire. Whatever fear you may heve, it is pot of Cod, for He does not give us the
spirit of fear. '

Our text mentions "the gift which iz in thes." What is this gift? Tt is a gift of
grace, a favor received without meri® on the part of the vecwmlenﬁ, Meny-gided 1
gift of God. Tt always steris in selvation.-God's indtial gift of grace. Bub it is
never limited to salvation alone. Timothy had not only been saved by the gift of
but he had been given a specisl gift of grace for service, How good God is in nob

simply saving our aouis, but in meking bs His co-workers and servants. He not only gave
Timothy the gift of salvation, but He slso gave him & gift for service, a speclal cht
of spiritusl power. Salvation and service cermot be separated. God hes not divorced
them nor czn man separate them. We zre saved to serve, We are given the gemeral gift
of salvation that we may use the special gifts of gervice.

By gift here is meant eguipment for zervice, FPsul knew that Timothy uvndersiood full
well that he possessed the gift for service, bul for some reason it had not been used
as it might and should have been., It is worth remembering that everyone has a gift,
That is the ascumpition underlying this Pauline exbortation. Timothy was net the only
privileged person. In this respect 211 of us are vartakers of the divine bounty. This
does not mean thet all of us are ecuslly gifted, There are the five-, the two- and the
one-talented peovle. A& compelling motive for the exercise and right use of our individual
gifts is the recognition of the fact that they are not owr cwm. If the gift were our
own, acguired by our own effort or earned by our merit, we might ressonably eleim the
right to do with it 23 we pleased, DBut this versonal gift of ours, vhose rightiul uvse
brings blessings to others is not our own, but God's. Tt is given %o us in trust, and
the condition of the *rust is that it be uvsed in the service of Christ. Tt is reguired
of us == stewards thelt we be faithful, Possessors of gifis will be called to account

=

for the use they meke of them., Privilege always carries with it a corregsponding responsi-
bility.

God has not left any of His children without seme gift. Iife kolds infinite endownents,
These gifts are not for mere disvlay or adorpmert. Their object is employment. It is
not the possessicn of these gifis, bub their use thet counts. The parable of the talents
tesches us that we sre held accounteble for the vwe we make of our talents. No matier

what our resourceg may be, if we cannot ¢ nd thewm they are vain, The difference hetween
men is not so much in the resoureces at their co

ind, as in the commsnd of their resources.
The men with meager ecuipment often outstrips his more lergely endowed fellowmsn, simply
?ecauﬁe he knows how ?o use what he has. There are latent nowers, abiliiies and possibilities
in many 2 person who is ultterly unsware of thelr presence, All such need to be aroused
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and mede acqueinted with their rescurces. The unused gifts of God's children are not
accomplishing any more good than if they were not possessedn

=

We should exsmine ourselves to see what gifte we really bave, We shoul
ift and Try to immrove them. We should stir up the gift thet is in u
hall do when we have gtirred ourselves to the numnabs and when ©
trengthensd ws to the highest degree, will still Pell far short o
and Master deserves st our hands. Iet us serve Him with all our might,

w uifz
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What is this gift of Goa in each of ws? There iz a varieby of gifts., Mo two peonle have

the seme gifts, Every person is given scme gift ard to each God sagsg "I want thet gift
enlivened, kindled, Drought to the highest and used for Myself." Among these meny gifta
are the following:

L)

This zift ought not to be ververted,; vrostitvted, debauched or wested., Our Iord
would say to us, "I waalt every friend I have to be & talker, to be 2 wilness, to be
¥y

1. The gift of speech.
L] 3
fom or to be a nlezder for Me.! Ve should telk for MWim wherever we ge.

& champ

2. The gift of writing.
How few peovle meke encugh of the gift of writing! Hvervene who can write things
that will help others ought %o write., Write simple, straight-forward Christisn letters
those who should sceept Christ., People will sporeciste and tressure those things,

3. The gift of prayer.
God's Word says, "Ye have not becsuse ye ask not." Oh, that the world might learn
the warvelous meaning of stirring vp the gift of prayer!? Do you pray for aecple?
Megnify the gift of secret prayer to the last degree.

Le The gift of imflueﬂae,
Ho men ought ever to harm bis influence. We hsve our influence. lNo one lives 1o
himself, nor does anyone die to himself, We must bring all of our influence =nd
put it on the side of Christ. Let ue meke our influence count for the maximum of

good and helpfulness,

Why showld we stir up these gifte? Because it is our plain duty., Ve owe it to Cod to

do our best, We owe it to Christ. Ue owe it to othere.. We owe it to ourselves. We

owe it fto owr church to do our best st preperation, at training snd at service, Ye should
glzo stir up our gifis because of our incomparable Qpbcvtumlty new. Give your best in
service for Christ now.

Foaul sarnegtiy exrovteé Timethy to stir up the gifi, to fan it into z flasme. The expression
farndng the f* e suggests three things:

1s Iet the elinkers evte
When the furnace full of clinkers we cannol expect the Tire to burn. Vhen the

im
heart is full of clinkers we cannot expect the fire Lo flame,

'

Many are the clinkers thei get into our hearts and lives, Ve must sheke them out,
You and 1 know thau some of these clinkers are—-gin, selfishness, alsebealencey
defiance, »ride, stubbormness, envy, worldliness, esse and wickedness, We mmst sheke
them oubt. Iet no mallce mar. lLet no hebit hurt., Let no sin stay. Geb thet wnful-
Tilled duity ocut of your life. OShseke thet hatred loosz inm your heart and get it out.
Pray to God to help you zet »id of that sin in vour soul., ILebt the olinker out.

b

"t 4
Tme Halv Sairit is God's hesverdy draft, The word"Spirit" comes from the Greek word
' is wind or bresth. To fan
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the glft into flame we must cpen the hesrt to heavenly blowing and give the Holy
Spirit right of wey. Iet the Holy Spirit take your memory of God's g
into real zesl for the Iord end His work. We carmmot fan the gift with snything but
the Splrit's draft. '

Keep the fire going.

If we sre to keep the fire going, we must give 1
up and doing., & shtart and stop service is never a
ourseives to (od and let Hm £i11 us with His Spiri g jov in it for us and
blessing for others. Every Christlian hes some spir t which zan be used for
God's glory, but some have let the fire go down. They need to fan into fire the
gifts of God., let us shake out the clinkers and let the Sririt of CGod warm our cold
hearts mwntil the Fire ig fanned into flame that we may wse our gifts for His glory,
the welfare of others and our jov. God heln uvs to hear the evhortation of this text
and to heed it,

t something to fesd on. We must be
ritusl service. When we give



